
ST MARY'S JUNIOR CHURCH AT HOME

A gathering prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, 

we don’t have to see you

to know you are with us.

You bring us all together,

as a community, in your love.

Thank you, Jesus. Amen.
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For younger children - for High School and above see over
Jesus teaches us how to deal with someone who upsets us.

Imagine,’ said Jesus, with his disciples gathered about him, ‘that somebody in the

church has done something to upset you.’ 

The disciples had just been asking about who was the most important in the church,

and Jesus had shocked them by saying it was the children. Now he was teaching

them about relationships.

Jesus continued, ‘Speak to the person alone and tell them what they’ve done wrong.

If they listen, you’ll have solved the problem and got a brother or sister back.’

‘What if they don’t listen?’ the disciples asked.

‘Take along one or two other people, who can hear what you say to one another,’

Jesus replied. ‘If the person still won’t listen, then tell the whole church what has

happened. If they won’t even listen to the church, then that person is not like a

brother or sister to you. 

They are like a Gentile or a tax collector, and you shouldn’t treat them as family.’

Jesus told the disciples that they would be the ones making judgements in the

church. ‘You are in charge of deciding what is forbidden and what is allowed now.

Whatever you forbid on earth, will also be forbidden in heaven. Whatever you allow

on earth, will be allowed in heaven. And remember, if two of you agree when you ask

for something on earth, my Father in heaven will give it to you.’ Looking at the group

listening to him, Jesus said, ‘Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there

among them.’

 

Glossary: Gentile the name that Jews give to non-Jews; tax collector tax collectors

were Jews who worked for the Romans, collecting money from their own people.

This meant they were seen as traitors.

 

Talk together  (Connecting faith with everyday life)

Why do you think Jesus tells us that the whole church should be involved if two

people can’t sort a problem out?

Have you ever fallen out with a friend? What did you do about it?

What things can we do to help everyone get along with one another?

A prayer of praise and thanksgiving 
Give each person a card with their

name attached to a building block. 

Work together to build a steady

tower. 

Lord God, we thank you that we are

all members of your family. 

Thank you that together we can 

build a strong community.

We can make a difference in our

world. Amen.

Resources for use at home with Children & Young People 
compiled from Roots on the Web    Roots for Churches Ltd

Readings can be downloaded at stmaryswistaston.blog
MATTHEW 18:15-20

http://stmaryswistaston.blog/
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For High School Children & Above
Good advice 
Give each young person a copy of the passage and a highlighter pen. Ask them to

read the passage and highlight anything Jesus says that they believe is good advice.

Share the pieces of good advice with one another. Ask: why does this seem good?

Does everyone agree?

Questions to discuss

Why would Jesus need to talk about how to deal with someone who does wrong

within the church community?

Why might Jesus believe it is best to ‘have it out’ with someone rather than

ignoring the problem?

What do you think it means when Jesus says that he will be there when two or

three gather in his name?

 

Glossary: Gentile the name that Jews give to non-Jews; tax collector tax collectors

were Jews who worked for the Romans, collecting money from their own people.

This meant they were seen as traitors.

 

Talk together  (Connecting faith with everyday life)

Why do you think Jesus tells us that the whole church should be involved if two

people can’t sort a problem out?

Have you ever fallen out with a friend? What did you do about it?

What things can we do to help everyone get along with one another?

Take a look at the relevant Sheet for you Age - read and complete it

Closing Prayer
Dear God,

the place where we live,

where we learn to listen to you

and to each other

and act on what we hear.

Be with us, Lord. Amen.






