Service order for The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

The Greeting

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Introduction

Thirty five days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we
recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered
to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his
mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing.

In their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today sing
of his glory. In this eucharist, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his
searching judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the
coming days of his passion.

Hymn: Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ:
‘I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me

shall never walk in darkness

but shall have the light of life.’

Let us therefore bring

our sins into his light

and confess them in penitence and faith.

Father eternal,

giver of light and grace,

we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour,



in what we have thought,

in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,

and marred your image in us.

We are sorry and ashamed,

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,

forgive us all that is past;

and lead us out from darkness

to walk as children of light. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal,;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect for The Presentation
Almighty and ever—living God,

clothed in majesty,

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:

grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

1st Reading: Hebrews 2. 14-18
This is the Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.



Hymn: The Servant King
Gospel Reading: Luke 2.22-40

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you O Lord

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

The Sermon

The Creed

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
(Ephesians 3)

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high

has broken upon us,

to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.78,79

The peace of the Lord

be always with you

and also with you.



Hymn: In The Bleak Midwinter
Eucharist Prayer H

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
(please be seated)

It is right to praise you,

Father, Lord of all creation;

in your love you made us for yourself.
When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children
and welcomed us

to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect
sacrifice for sin.

And now we give you thanks
because, by appearing in the Temple,
he comes near to us in judgement;
the Word made flesh

searches the hearts of all your people
and brings to light

the brightness of your splendour.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:



Take, eat; this is my body

which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper,

taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit
that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of
praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

God's holy gifts for God's holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Communion Hymns

Post Communion Prayer
Lord, you fulfilled the hope
of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood

of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and
glory. Amen.

The Blessing

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn: In Christ Alone

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.



