
Christmas Readings, Collect and Post Communion 

Midnight Communion Readings 
 

The Christmas Candle 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born 

and those who live in darkness are seeing 

a great light. Help us, who greet the birth 

of Christ with joy, to live in the light of 

your Son and to share the good news of 

your love. We ask this through Jesus 

Christ, the light who has come into the 

world. Amen.

The Collect for Christmas Night 

Eternal God, who made this most holy 

night to shine with the brightness  

of your one true light: bring us, who have 

known the revelation of that light on 

earth, to see the radiance  

of your heavenly glory; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Reading Isaiah 52.7-10 (NIV-UK) 

How beautiful on the mountains 

    are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

    who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

    ‘Your God reigns!’ 

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 

    together they shout for joy. 

When the Lord returns to Zion, 

    they will see it with their own eyes. 

Burst into songs of joy together, 

    you ruins of Jerusalem, 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 

    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 

    in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see 

    the salvation of our God. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

  



Christmas Readings, Collect and Post Communion 
The Gospel Reading John 1.1-14 (NIV-UK) 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you O Lord 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light. 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He came to 

that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to 

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children 

born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Post Communion Prayer for Christmas Night 
God our Father, in this night  
you have made known to us again 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 
until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.  
To him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen. 

  



Christmas Readings, Collect and Post Communion 

Christmas Morning Communion Readings 
The Christmas Candle 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born 

and those who live in darkness are seeing 

a great light. Help us, who greet the birth 

of Christ with joy, to live in the light of 

your Son and to share the good news of 

your love. We ask this through Jesus 

Christ, the light who has come into the 

world. Amen.

The Collect for Christmas Day 

Almighty God, you have given us your 

only-begotten Son to take our nature 

upon him and as at this time to be born of 

a pure virgin: grant that we, who have 

been born again and made your children 

by adoption and grace, may daily be 

renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Reading Isaiah 9.2–7 (NIV-UK) 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of 
the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; 

They rejoice before You 

According to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

For You have broken the yoke of his burden 

And the staff of his shoulder, 

The rod of his oppressor, 

As in the day of Midian. 

For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, 

And garments rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 



Christmas Readings, Collect and Post Communion 
The Gospel Reading Luke 2.1–14 (NIV) 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you O Lord 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, 

a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour 

has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Post Communion Prayer for Christmas Day 

God our Father, 

whose Word has come among us 

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 

may the light of faith illumine our hearts 

and shine in our words and deeds; 

through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 
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